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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of the claims: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) In an entertainment system that includes a video recording 
apparatus, a method for automatically recording a fragmented program that includes a series of 
fragments that are temporally separated from each other and that have been designated as being 
| related one to anothe r in a way oth er-tha n b e ing e pisode s of-a n ongoing, ropoa tiHg~s6H6$, the 
method comprising the acts of: 

providing a list of categories that include ono or more fragmented program s for 
selectio n to a user: 

u pon receiving user selection of one q f the categories, identifying with e lectronic 
EmglSHL guide data each o f one or more fragmented programs that corresponds t o the 
selected cate gor y and that is sch e duled to be displayed during a specific period of tim e, 
wherein the electronic program guide data used to identify the one or more f r agmented 
p rograms includes a unique identi fier associated with each of the one or more fragmente d 
p rograms and th a t is distinguished from a program t i tle; 

displaying in a fragmented program h's t,_cach of the identified one or more 
jhittffic ntcd program s correspondin g t o the selected category, where i n the fragm ented 
p rogram list onl y includes the identified one or more fragme nt ed programs; 

receiving user input requesting one or more of the displayed fragmented pro grams 
in the list to be 4 he-seri eo of frngm gft te . tr > ht» mnrAnA without requiring the user to 
separately identify each of the fragments associated with the fragmented programs w-the 
ser i es ; 

in response to said user inpu t selecting one or more of th e displayed f r agmented 
programs, examining th^_elcctronic program guide data and identifying each of the 
fragments *n-Uie-6*raco rresponding to the selected one or more fr agmented p rograms 

for each of the identificd_fragments, automatically determining a start time foT the 
fragment and recording the fragment with the video recording apparatus when the 
fragment is aired. 
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2. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, further comprising the acts of: 
determining an end time for the fragment; and 

deactivating the video recording apparatus when the fragment is completed. 

3. (Original) A method as recited in claim 2, wherein the fragmented program is a 
mini-series. 

4. (Original) A method as recited in claim 2, wherein the fragmented program is a 
sporting event. 

5. (Original) A method as recited in claim 2, wherein the fragmented program is a 
group of television programs on a television network that are designated as being related, 

6-8. (Cancelled). 

9. (Original) A method as recited in claim 2, further including the act of repeatedly 
updating the system for each of the fragments as to said start time for the fragment through the 
use of current electronic program guide data. 

10. (Original) A method as recited in claim 9, wherein said act of repeatedly updating 
further includes identifying when a scheduling change occurs for any of the fragments. 

11- (Original) A method as recited in claim 2, further including the acts of: 

determining whether the fragmented program is reoccurring; and 

if the fragmented program is reoccurring, automatically setting a reminder to record a 
subsequent occurrence of the fragmented program. 
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1 2 . (Currently Amended) Jn-a s y s t e m that delud es a video recor ding -app aratus, a 
melhed-foir-autoiTiatf&all^^^ e£ a tolovi si or v-pyoaram-so- cu> to compil e-^ nerv- 

rop$atmg^*hive-o£to^ method- oompmi ng th e-acte-o£A 

method as r ecited i n claim I, further com prising: 

receiving user input specifying tliat the-episodes of athe television program are to be 
recorded; and 

in response to said user input, and iteratively during the period of time, performing the 
following acts, such that a plurality of episodes of the television program are recorded 
without recording particular episodes more than once: 

using electronic program guide data to identify an episode of the television program; 

determining whether said episode has been previously recorded; 

if it is determined that said episode has not been previously recorded, automatically recording 
said episode; and 

if it is determined that said episode has been previously recorded, automatically refraining 
from recording said episode. 

13* (Original) A method as recited in claim 12, wherein said electronic program guide 
data includes an identifier to uniquely identify said episode. 
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14. (Original) A method as recited in claim 12, wherein said act of using electronic 
program guide data further includes updating the system as to any programming change related 
to said episode. 



1 5. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1 2, further performing the acts of: 

determining whether said television program is reoccurring; and 

if said television program is reoccurring, automatically setting a reminder to record a 
subsequent occurrence of said television program. 
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16. (Cunrently Amended) fea^ 
meth od for uuloia»tie ^ty-iecofding-flt^-f 
arefrt vo of tho f i rst rn ^ep tsedes-dwmg-arj 




■F 



tedes- 



method Jl s . tsei ted in claim 1 1 further com prising: 

receiving user input specifying that the-first-run episodes of atl>e television program 



during the period of time are to be recorded; 

using electronic program guide data to identify each of the first-run episodes of the 
television program that arc scheduled to be aired during the period of time; and 

for each of the first-run episodes, performing the acts of: 

determining whether a first-run episode has been aired; 

if it is determined that said first-run episode has not been aired, automatically 
recording said first-run episode; and 

if it is determined that said first-run episode has been previously aired, performing the 
acts of: 

determining whether said first-run episode is scheduled to be aired at a future 
time; and 

if said first-run episode is scheduled to be aired at a future time, automatically 
recording said first-run episode at said future time, 

17, (Original) A method as recited in claim 1 6, wherein upon determining that said 
first-run episode has been previously aired, further performing the act of if said first-run episode 
is not schedule to be aired at a future time, informing a viewer that said first-run episode has 
already aired and is not scheduled to be aired at a future time. 

18. (Original) A method as recited in claim 16, wherein said electronic program guide 
data includes an identifier to uniquely identify each of the first-run episodes. 
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1 9. (Original) A method as recited in claim 16, wherein said act of using electronic 
program guide data further includes updating the system as to a programming change related to 
the first-run episodes. 

20. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1 9, wherein i f said programming change 
relates to a new time of airing one of the first-run episodes, which was originally determined to 
have already aired and was not scheduled to air at a future time, further performing the act of 
automatically recording said one of the first-run episodes at said new time. 
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21 , (Currently Amended) A recording system for recording video data corresponding 
to a fragmented program, the recording system comprising; 

a signal receiver for receiving a signal that carries programming, wherein said 
programming includes a fragmented program, which includes a plurality of fragments 
that are scheduled to bo aired over a series of days; 

a user input interface coupled to said signal input, wherein said user interface 
provi des a list of cat egorie s that correspond t o a plurality of fragmented pro gra ms, and a 
fragm ented program list that is displayed in response to a user selection o f a catego ry 
from the h'st ofcatcgories , the fragmented p rog ram list display in g each of and o nly one _qt 
more iden tific d fragmented progra ms correspond in g to the selected category, where m 

i^eofded-withoivt-Fe%H iring a - use r to Gopa rately^idei^i^y^eaeli-fragme nt o f s aid fragmefl^eti- 
pFOgfam, and wherein upon receipt of said -additional user input selectinu o ne of the 
fragmented programs from the user in put interface, the recording system use s electronic 
program guide data is used to identify each of a plurality of fragmentsfe giTieftt of said 
se lected fragmented program; and 

a signal recorder coupled to said signal input for sequentially recording onto a 
storage medium each of said plurality of fragments. 

22. (Original) A recording system as recited in claim 21, wherein said electronic 
program guide data includes an identifier that is common to said fragments and uniquely 
identifies said fragments from the programs. 

23- (Original) A recording system as recited in claim 21, wherein said electronic 
program guide data includes a common title to identi fy each said fragment. 

24. (Cancelled). 



f 
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25. (Original) A recording system as recited in claim 21 , further including a recording 
list preserved on a storage device coupled to said user input interface, wherein said recording list 
itemizes one or more fragmented programs that correspond to said plurality of fragments to be 
recorded. 
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26. (Currently Amended) A computer program product for implementing within a 
home entertainment system a method for recording a fragmented program so as to provide a 
viewer a collection of all of the fragments of the fragmented program, the computer program 
product comprisin g one o r more computer-rea dab le media having computer exe cutable 
instruction s for im plementing the method of clairp jyr 

a-eoH*fratoM=eadable medium fo r-provi ding com puter-p rogrum co de- m e ans uLi lized-te 
4i=Hpktiient^w-H>ett^rwheie Hi the com puter^egHH^eode-me ans is co mprised-ef-ex-eoirtafete 
eede-fop-i mple^n^ng-tke -aets-Chft 
feeing *iser4tt)^^ 

aufcmiaLioaty^t^^nted;- 

exa?vu^mg^l«etFonj c program g uide-da&r4&-idenU fy when c aehrof saidn&eriefrof 

sequential ly- Fee ording ^sa+ d each of sai d series^tfragments-to provi d e- tken- ifiorwitb -a * 
eol lecHeft-e£said-se rics of fra gments? 

27. (Cancelled). 



28. (Original) A computer program product as recited in claim 26, wherein said act of 
examining electronic program guide data further includes identifying any scheduling change in 
the airing of said scries of fragments. 

29. (Original) A computer program product as recited in claim 26, wherein i f said 
user input includes a request to only record fragments of the fragmented program that are first- 
run episodes, said act of examining further includes determining whether any of said series of 
fragments is ft first-run episode, and wherein said act of sequentially recording further includes 
recording only fragments that are first-run episodes. 
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30. (Original) A computer program product as recited in claim 26, further including 
the acts of: 

determining whether the fragmented program is rcoccurring; and 
if the fragmented program is rcoccumng, automatically setting a reminder to 
record a subsequent occurrence of the fragmented program. 



3 1 . (New) A method as recited in claim 1 1 further including; 

determining that a conflict exists with recording a particular one of the identified 
fragments and at least one other program; and 

resolving the conflict such that the particular fragment and the at least one other 
program can all be recorded, wherein resolving the conflict includes determining that the 
particular fragment or at least one other program will be rebroadcast at a different time on 
a same or a different channel 
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